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In June, Open World was honored to welcome the first official delegation of Kyrgyzstani parliamentarians to visit
the United States since the new parliament was elected in October 2010. The delegation, which included representa-
tives of each of the five political parties sitting in the unicameral parliament (the Jogorku Kenesh), visited Washington
to meet with Members of Congress before traveling to Pennsylvania for a program on legislative government (see next
page). During meetings with Members of Congress, the Kyrgyzstani parliamentarians discussed the challenges to their
emerging parliamentary democracy. House Rules Committee Chairman David Dreier of California (below left, on
left) welcomed them to the committee hearing room, and had follow-up conversations with several delegates he had
met during a visit to Kyrgyzstan earlier in the month. He then arranged a visit to the House Gallery, where the dele-
gates were deeply interested to see a vote in progress. During their time with Rep. David Price of North Carolina

(above middle, second from right) he explained the day-to-day tasks of a House Member, reviewed the details of man-
aging a Congressional office, and outlined how House members are allocated office space and funding. Rep. Price also
discussed his upcoming visit to Kyrgyzstan and planned to meet with the delegates in the capital city, Bishkek. Penn-
sylvania Rep. Joseph Pitts (above right, in brown jacket) reiterated his longstanding interest in Central Asia to the par-
liamentarians and described his work to foster business partnerships between the United States and Kyrgyzstan. The
parliamentarians met with both co-chairs of the Congressional Caucus on Central Asia: Rep. Dan Burton (IN), who
chairs the House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on Europe and Eurasia, and Del. Eni F.H. Faleomaveaga (AS).
While in Washington, the delegates also participated in a forum hosted by the Central Asia-Caucasus Institute of

Johns Hopkins University’s School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS). This event provided an open discussion
of current affairs in Kyrgyzstan and of the functioning of the new parliament. The forum was well attended by officials
from the State Department and other U.S. government agencies, and by representatives of the National Democratic In-
stitute, the International Republican Institute, the Hudson Institute, the World Bank, and other prominent organizations.
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PENNSYLVANIA

PITTSBURGH — Open World’s
Kyrgyzstani parliamentary delegation
spent several days in Pittsburgh
exploring the role of state and local
government. A session at Allegheny
County Chief Executive Dan
Onorato’s office focused on how
local governments develop budgets.
Later, the parliamentarians discussed ; ] process, district offices mainly operate
the state legislative process with state Kyrgyzstani parliamentarians share a potluck 1N the_“post-leglslatlon” process,
Rep. Dan Frankel’s chief of staff. At ginner with their Pittsburgh host families. assisting constituents navigate federal
the southwest regional offices of U.S. agencies and answering their questions
Sen. Robert P. Casey, Jr., and Gov. HARRISBURG - The Kyrgyzstani ~ about government operations.
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Gov. Tom Corbett’s Southwest Regional
Office welcomes Open World’s Kyrgyzstani
parliamentary delegation.
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